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     This lesson demonstration offers three guided writing activities to enrich high school students’ appreciation of poetry.  These fun and easy activities include a questioning technique, a dictionary, and a name game.  Students will share the joy of the creative process. They will discover things about themselves and demonstrate knowledge of the literature assigned in class.  These activities will work for a wide variety of students and classrooms.

     The first activity begins with a series of questions prefaced with the warning that students respond with the first thing that comes to mind so long as it is a concrete image like a desk, or a pair of pants, not flesh and blood and not an abstract word like love or happiness.   (Students should have received instruction on the importance of the five senses to the writing of poetry and the difference between concrete and abstract words before doing this activity.)  The instructor then asks students the questions.  After the students respond, they receive directions for writing a poem, including the number of words and time limit required for doing so.

     In the second activity each student receives a dictionary and piece of paper.  Students are instructed to randomly select words from anywhere in the dictionary and write the words and definitions on his or her piece of paper.  The students are then given instructions as to how to complete the assignment, including the number of words and time limit for writing the poem.

     The third activity has students writing their name, first name and surname, (or the name of a protagonist from a novel they have read in class) horizontally down a piece of paper.  The instructions vary for this assignment depending on the desired results.  In the case of the protagonist’s name, the student writes a poem where the letters of the name appear either as the beginning letter of a word in a line of the poem or a part of a word in a line of the poem.  The poem’s content will reflect the main character. 

     These creative writing activities invariably elicit many questions from students about the writing process, including the shape of a poem, line length, imagery and point of view.  At the end of each of these activities the students are motivated to read their poems to the class.  

